SCUIPTUBB  DOCTlilNE   OF  CREATION.

up lirst in thu Ten Commandments, and then
condensed into two only; the first and chief
of these being the love of God with all the
heart and mind, and the second, like cnto it,
the love of our neighbour. Social morality, we
are thus taught, is a reflection of that which
has God for its immediate object. The lower
duty is a test of the higher, for "he who
loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen,
how can he lovo God, whom he hath not seen?"
But the higher duty is tho source and fountain
of the lower; for " tho fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom," or of that moral good-
ness by which men depart from evil. So that,
according to tho voice of all Scripture, faith
in the Creator, and lovo to His Name, is the
only firm basis of social morals. A coun-
terfeit, based on expediency alone, may do
service in smooth and quiet times; but in
times of conflict and temptation it is soon
scorched, and, because it has no root, it withers
away.

This fact of Creation, again, is tlio Jbasis
on which the higher doctrines of Christianity
depend. Redemption is a new creation, de-
scribed by figures and analogies drawn from
this earlier work of God, which has gone before.
Thus wo are told that " if any man be in Christ,
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